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Imaginators Jerry G. White (left) and Eric Little perform “Tulie's Roots;" a musical about a tulip poplar
that talks to a boy, at Imagine It. The troupe of professional actors performs about flve times a day at the
children’s museum. Photos by Jamie Gumbrecht jgumbrecht@ajc.com
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in brief

THEATER
Morgan joins ‘Country’

Country music star Lorrie
Morgan has been added to the
cast of “Pure Country,” which is
expected to open on Broadway
next year. Morgan will join Joe
Nichols, another well-known
country singer, in the musi-
cal based on the hit 1992 movie
starring George Strait and Les-
ley Ann Warren.

KIDS
New Web show on PBS

PBS is launching an online
cross-country adventure for
children starring two brothers
—who happen to be gophers.
The Web-only “Wilson & Ditch:
Digging America,” produced
by the Jim Henson Co., follows
the furry siblings as they ex-
plore America and learn about
its culture, history and geog-
raphy. The site, aimed at chil-
dren ages 6 to 10, will debut on
pbskidsgo.org this fall.

BOOKS

On shelves this week
“Bad Moon Rising” by Sherri:

lyn Kenyon (St. Martin’s Press,

$24.99). In the latest volume of
the Dark-Hunter series, a for-

bidden love develops as war

o : o , breaks out.
“Inherent Vice" by Thom-
as Pynchon (Penguin Group,

: $27.95). In this psychedelic nov-
el that takes place in the '60s, a
pot-smoking private eye inves-
tigates a plot to kidnap his ex-
girlfriend’s love interest.
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Jerry G. White (standing) and Eric Little perform “Tulle's Roots!” The theater troupe, which uses the exhibition space
as [ts stage, writes its own material. Photos by Jamie Gumbrecht [sumbrecht@ajc com

Troupe
‘educates,
entertains

Museum

continued from D1
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“It's guerrilla theater; it's
street theater,” said Pamela
| Duncan, the museum’s pro-
gram manager. Actors are
the bridge between objects
on display and how chil-
dren learn, she says. They
also do outreach programs
outside the museum that go
| where exhibits can’t.

When Duncan was hired
shortly after the muse-
| um opened six years ago,
she had a long stage back-
ground, no museum ex-
perience and an order to
build a theater troupe. The
| Imaginators are a 12-per-
| son force that writes a new
| showfor each traveling ex-
hibition and leads an activi-
ty several times a day. After
| the museum closes, they

go to Atlanta’s more grown-
up stages and film studios.
But the actors have be-
come experts on entertain-
| ing children. Since their
| first show — a script that
| came with the “Arthur’s
| World” exhibition in 2005
~ they’ve written their
own material, growing
as they understood what
works for the waist-high
crowd. A basic guide: Gig-
gles are good; pint-size mu-
tiny is bad.

“Parents say, ‘I can't
believe my child sat that
long,” ” said full-time Imag-
inator Jerry G. White, 52
who worked with the mu-
| seum even before it had
| opened.

‘ Here’s what the Imagi-
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“Parents say,
‘I can’t believe
my child sat
that long.”

Jerry G. White
Imaginator

nators have learned about
capturing kids' imagina-
tions.
Kids like to hear from
their own.
To match the “Explor-
ing Trees Inside and Out”
exhibition that continues
through Sept. 13, Imagi-
nators created a musical
| about Tulie, a tulip pop-
lar that talks to a little boy.
Pat Hall is played by 30-
| year-old actor Eric Little, in
cuffed jeans and high tops.
When Pat’s dad shoos him
away from video games,

| the 8-year-old whines, ar-
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Whlte poses with a group of Glrl Scout.s from Gwlnnett County aftera performance The
Imaginators also do programs outside the museum.

gues, delays — then obeys
his dad and heads out-
| doors.

Kids are smarter than
you think.

Waords will go over
kids’ heads, but Imagina-
tors don’t like to use silly
voices, sound effects and
| made-up blabbering. “You
take them to this fantasy
truthfully,” Little said.

Always, always use
music.

The Imaginators write

| notjust a play, but a musi-

cal. (White's father, a jazz
musician, usually writes
and records the music for
them.) Two upbeat songs
per show will hypnotize an
antsy audience of tots, Re-
peat the lyrics a few times
and they’ll sing along. “He
kept saying ‘Music, mom-
my, music!’ " Lauren How-
ell of Braselton said of her
2-year-old son, Liam. “He

could barely contain his ex-

citement.”
Be in there with them.
Imaginators often sit in
the audience and pull it in-
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to the show. If a rogue child
toddles up on “stage,” he'll
| be incorporated into the
' g]lguntil a parent fetches
It might be the biggest
difference between theater
for adults and theater for
kids. Little said: “With the
kids, we break the fourth
wall every day. The show is
always in the present.”
Kids love to be scared.
Easiest laugh in the
show: When one character
sneaks up on another. The
| louder the yelp, the better.
“They like the sound, the
movement, the reaction,”
White said.
Keep parents happy.
There’s no adult humor,
but some jokes are more
for parents than kids. Dur-
| ing a baseball scene in “Tu-
lie’s Roots,” the actors re-
| peat an old Skip Caray call,
| something most kinder-
| gartners won't catch. And
| atthe end of the show,
young Pat admits, howey-
er reluctantly, that some-
times parents are right to
| send their kids outside.

10 tonight on TV Lan«
Comedy Central roas:
10 p.m. Sunday,

| Qs 'I‘e]]mgabout‘ﬂn
YouGetSoRu:h?"
'A'It'sabomhow
imﬂusdayand

Al ugoodideaandalotoh
¢ | canstill have the Amer

| dream. We show howt
| spend their money an
some crazy ways they”
made it. It's alot of fun

Q: Is there a secret to
cess?

A: It'shaving anideat
you totally believe in a
then working at it. Not
person that we intervi
did not have a great wc

\ | ethic.
| Q: You're also about
|

be roasted on Comed
| Central.

| A: Kathy Griffin is the:

mistress, and we're vei
good friends. Some of 1
roasters will be Robin (
ers from “Howard Ster
Lily Tomlin, Carl Reine
and Brad Garrett.

Q: Ed McMahon recs:
ly passed away. You ko
him from your days fi
in as host of “The Ton
| Show.” What was he |
A: Ed McMahon was dl
| sweetest, nicest guy. W
you saw is what vou’g
| was very kind to me.
I left “The Tonight Sho
to go over to Fox, John-
| ny Carson put out a ma
date that nobody was 2
lowed to talk to me. Ed
Mahon, whenever he s
me, wotild come over 2
make it his business to.
hello. That was very sw
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